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From “Serve Us” to “Service”  
The verses are familiar where Jesus illustrates why the church is to serve those in need: 
Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty 
or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’  Then he 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of 
these, you did not do it to me.’   Matthew 25:44-45 (NSRV) 
 
The message is clear: that the church doesn’t exist to serve us; it exists to serve the 
world.    
 
“Service is about joining Jesus in ministry in the world, using our gifts and graces 
to engage others in ways that bring hope, healing, and wholeness to life”… quote 
from Shift by Phil Maynard.  Printed with permission. 
 
The Mountain Medical Mission Team to Honduras demonstrates how to do this when 
they leave the comforts of home to serve very poor and isolated villages in the       
mountains of Honduras for 9 days each year.  Warwick Memorial members Carlos 
Liceaga and Virginia Taylor have been volunteers with Friends of Barnabas in    
Honduras for 13 years helping to provide free services, medicines, and education.   
Carlos feels God’s presence when he is with the grateful villagers and welcomes the  
opportunity to put his faith into action. Virginia truly believes in her heart that God has 
called her to serve because of her passion and love for people (especially babies!) 
 
Our Warwick Memorial team members share the message of 
God’s love and let each community know that they are there as 
representatives of our church that supports them with prayer, 
supplies, and funding.   
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T I Stewardship News and Views 
 

      n this issue of Bountiful Blessings, the focus is our       

stewardship commitment of Service.  Warwick Memorial’s Mission 
Statement is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world.”  Each person should take that and make it a personal 
challenge that steers our lives. We can’t fulfill that mission by sitting 
back and watching others serve!  Every time we devote time and effort 
to God’s service – from a 2-week mission trip many miles away to 
spending a few minutes to greet a visitor – we are demonstrating our 
love for God and our desire to transform the world by sharing His love.  

 

         hen I heard the voice of the Lord   
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; 
send me!”   

Isaiah 6:8 (NRSV) 

Virginia Taylor and M.G. Funk 

assist  with dental work. 

Carlos Liceaga with a villager during 
the 2013 trip to Honduras 



Did 
You 

Know? 

Kid’s Korner 

…that Operation Christmas Child 
offers everyone a fun opportunity to fill 
shoeboxes with gifts at Christmas,   
giving great joy to children around the 
world who have so little.  
…that volunteers are always needed 
at the Lackey Free Clinic, which pro-
vides health care for those who can’t 
afford to see a doctor. 
…that our Respite Care group here at 
Warwick Memorial needs extra hands 
and caring hearts to give assistance to 
our brothers and sisters who need 
some help. 
…that the United Methodist Men  
invite all men interested in fellowship 
and service to join them in cooking 
peanuts to support missions like our 
local Heart Havens, a home  for 
adults with intellectual disabilities. 
…that there is a constant need for    
volunteers at THRIVE (formerly DUCO) 
which serves Peninsula area individuals 
and families facing hardships.  
…that each year, we support United 
Methodist Committee on Relief by 
assembling “Kits for Conference”.  
Our participation serves people in 
disaster areas around the world. 
(Information on how you can help 
will be in the Warwick Weekly next 
month). 
…that women from our church made 
blankets, prayer shawls, and quilts to 
share the love of United Methodist 
Women with other women all over the 
world. 

. . Continued from front 
John Wesley claimed, “The world is my parish.”   
As lay people of  the church, part of our growth           
as disciples of Jesus Christ is recognizing the                
opportunities to reach the whole world for Christ       
and minister to needs everywhere. 

 

Another one of those opportunities to 
say “Here am I, send me!”  is closer to 
home, but will serve people in need in 
Kentucky.  In August, a team of 25 
adults and children from Warwick    
Memorial will spend a week making 
homes warmer, safer and dryer at the Redbird Mission 
Work Camp. Not everyone can go, but church members  
become a part of the overall team through prayers and  
support of fund raising projects. 

 

…‘Truly I say to you, just as you did it to one of the least of 
these who are members of my family, you did it to me.’  
Matt 25:40 (NRSV) 

 

Ministering to thousands in just one day…working together 
to end world hunger... taking part in the transformation of 
the world are ways to serve that sound impossible. But 
Stop Hunger Now makes it possible by working with     
international partners who ship and distribute nourishing 
meals that cost just 29 cents each and have a shelf life of 
two years to people around the world who need food.   
Warwick Memorial has taken part in this effort by hosting 3 
Stop Hunger Now meal-packaging events in our           
Celebration Center, in which over 100 energized men, 
women and children worked together packing over 60,000 
meals in an assembly 
process.  Service can be 
rewarding and fun! 
 

 

“We have time, talents and treasures which are gifts from God. 
Our stewardship is simply giving back a portion of each to 
God, as best we are able.” WMUMC Volunteer 

Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God, serve one another with whatever gift each 

of you has received.  1 Peter 4:10  (NSRV)
   

There are so many more ways to stretch ourselves in 
love and caring for others, to minister to the least, 
the last and the lost, or just to take someone’s hand 
and walk with them toward Jesus. 

Never underestimate the impact you might have 
through sharing your life in a serving ministry! 

Amanda Cooper helps package meals 


